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Orchestration for " Memoirsin Time"
Concerto for Double Bass and Orchestra

Piccolo 4Hornsin F
2 Flutes 2 Trumpetsin C
2 Oboes 2 Tenor Trombones
1 English Horn 1 Bass Trombone
2 Bb Clarinets 1 Tuba
1BassCl.in Bb 3 Percussion
2 Bassoons 1 Harp
Full Strings

Solo Double Bass

L ength of completework: circa 21 minutes & 15 seconds
1st movement: 8 minutes & 40 seconds
2nd movement: 5 minutes & 52 seconds
3rd movement: 3 minute & 42 seconds
4th movement: 2 minutes & 45 seconds

Percussion Instrument List

Glock., 4 octave Marimba, Xylophone, Vibraphone, Bass Drum, Share Dr.,
Chinese Tomtom, 1 Piatti, 2 Sus. Cymbals., Tam+tam, 2 Small Triangles,
Mark Tree, Bell Tree, Cow Bell, & Wind Chimes

About James Beckel, Composer

James Beckel graduated from the Indiana University School of Music and'was thelRringipal Trombonist with
the Indianapolis Symphony from 1969 to 2018. He was aso adjunct professor ef tromhone & euphonium at
DePauw University for over 50 years. Mr. Beckel also taught at'the University of hndianapolis for over 30
years. In addition to these responsibilities he has been a very activeeomposer and‘arranger. Hal Leonard
Music publishes several of hisworks, and he has won many awards fanhis compositions. Hewas bornin
Marion, Ohio in 1948.

Many original works have been performed by several professional orchestras such as Minneapolis, Boston, St.
Louis, the Philadel phia Orchestra, the NationallSymphaeny, AtlantagHouston, Dallas, Cincinnati, Baltimore,
Detroit, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, Rochester, Charlette, Fort Wayne, Springfield, Evansville, Tampa, Arkansas,
Oklahoma City, Phoenix, New Mexico, Chautaugua, Terre Haute, South Bend, Omaha, Knoxville, Delaware,
West Virginia, Jacksonville, etc. His workshave beenforeadcast nationwide viatelevision and radio by groups
including the Cincinnati Symphony, the Rachester Philharmonic, the Nashville Symphony, and the U.S. Coast
Guard Band.

Beckel's works have been recorded by the | adianapolis Symphony, musicians of the Dallas Symphony, the
Rochester Philharmonieffanal, | ndianapolis Brass choir, etc. 1n addition, some of hisworks for band have been
recorded by the Coast Guard Band, theiMartne Band, and the DePauw University Band. Greg Hustis and
members of the Dallas Symphony recorded " The Glass Bead Game, horn concerto” for aCD released in
November of 2004 and)\/elvet Brown recorded " Concerto for Tuba and Percussion,” which was released early
in 2007. The Texas Hornsirecorded " Portraits of the American West," Texas Horns CD released in 2008.

Mr. Beckel hasireceived many composition grants. He has been an Individual Arts Fellow through the Indiana
Arts Commission'and the National Endowment for the Arts, and was one of 50 composers chosen nationwide to
be part©f the Continental Harmony Project. "Liberty for All" was written for that commission from Composers
Forum in 2000 and has been broadcast multiple times on national television with the Nashville Symphony
performing. "The Glass Bead Game" was premiered by the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra on November 10,
1997. Kent Ledlie wasthe horn soloist. The "Glass Bead Game" is now available with orchestra, wind

ensembl e, ‘prano, and chamber ensemble. The wind ensemble version of this concerto, written in 1999 was
mominated for the Grawemeyer Award in that same year and was recorded by the DePauw University Band in
2000.

A's mentioned earlier, Liberty for All and another patriotic work entitled "The American Dream" were featured
works on anational A& E TV broadcast in the summer of 2003 with the Nashville Symphony Orchestra. Over
27 million people watched that program. The band version of this work was completed in 2002 and the United
States Coast Guard Band has released 10,000 copies of thiswork on one of their CD's. Mr. Beckel's "Concerto
for Tuba and Percussion” was composed in 2003. One of many performances of this " Tuba/Percussion
Concerto" occurred at the 2004 Indiana MENC Convention in Indianapolis. Another work by Mr. Becke,
"Fantasy after Schubert," was premiered in September of 2004 by the Indianapolis Symphony with Mario
Venzago conducting. This composition was commissioned for the 1SO's 75th anniversary season. 1n 2014 Joe
Alessi, principa trombonist with the New York Philharmonic, premiered the composer's " Concerto for
Trombone and Orchestra" with the Gulf Coast Symphony. Etc.,etc.,etc.

For more information to see and hear more of hisworks visit the composer's website at:
www.]imbeckelmusic.com.




About the Work

The title "Memoirsin Time" well describes this Double Bass Concerto. For me, time
iselusive. We exist within Einstein's 4th dimension, but for most of us time's passing
Isin its own way mystical. Without our memories of the past to help usrecall the
history of it all, time would be very vague in our awareness of our own existence. In
our minds, we can go back in time to see old friends, loved ones, and family. Thisis
not possible in the real physical world.

In this concerto | recapture some of the emotions related to this dichotomy in the first
movement, expressing the joy of remembering the beauty of happier times versus the
sadness of not actually being able to communicate with parents and friends that are
no longer with us. For me, music is a language that can express these feelings better
than words.

In that vein, the first movement is entitled "Memories of Home" where the music
captures the love and warmth of those memories of home, especially from my gwn
wonderful parents and family. In the second movement, "Memories of Youth," I“ereate
the world of my teen years, strongly influenced by my study and appreciationef jazz
and the carefree existence of young adulthood. The third movergent, entitled
"Memories of Taiwan- Soring Breeze," uses a very popular folk songfromiaiwan in
a theme and variation format relating our Bass Soloist, Ju-Fang Liu'simemories of
her home in Taiwan. The final movement, "Memories Unwritten- \Winds of Change',
is a fast allegro showcase for our soloist that brings back many of‘the themes from
the first movement and captures some trepidationdkegarding what the future might
hold for us. The opening arpeggiated line that you Rear in the very first measure of
the first movement, played initially by the harp, teturnsin this final movement's
recapitulation with the harp playing this ar peggiated' figure once again, leading us to
a passionate climax to this concerto. This arpeggiated theme in fifthsis meant to be a
musical leitmotif of time itself. Thisleitmatif oceursin every movement of this
concerto in different forms, becomingthe musical glue that reminds us all that we
cannot escape "Father Time" in |ifgs)journey.

"Memoirsin Time" was commissiened by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra for
their principal bassist, JuéFangiLit;“and premiered on May 28 thru May 30, 2025
with Maestro David Danzmayr conducting at the Hilbert Circle Theater,
Indianapolis, lndiana.

Notesto the Conductor

The use of the tenut@miarking can have a different interpretation from various
composers,, In thiswork | use the tenuto mark to indicate full value of the note.

When the tenuto mark occurs on notes within a slur it should indicate a slight weight
to the note as well. The music, as marked, in the opening of this concerto should avoid
having natural accents. The arpeggiated music is meant to be atmospheric rather than
chythmic in nature. When this sextuplet returns in the last movement, measure 116, it
can,beplayed more normally. The transition between the third and fourth movement,
as noted, should be a sudden surprise to the audience. The time between the second
movement and the third movement should be long enough to allow for the change in
mood that occurs at the beginning of the third movement which is meant to be very
peaceful, in total contrast to the end of the second movement. Thisis also well
documented in the score and parts. WWhen a dotted slur occursin this score it is meant
to indicate the phrase, with mutiple slurs often occurring within thislonger phrase.

One of the biggest challenges in writing this piece isto orchestrate in such a way that
the solo Bass can be heard. The solo bass, nonethel ess, will need to be miked. There
are three momentsin this concerto where | have included the bass solo with a more
dense orchestration. In these moments the bass will be heard more as the soloist joining
in with the full orchestra. This occurs at letter H in the first movement, letter Z in the
second movement, and measure 39 to 46 in the third movement.
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Concerto for Double Bass and Orchestra

Commissioned by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and JamesA Beckd Jr
dedicated to Ju-Fang Liu, Double Bass soloist ’ ’

1st Movement
"Memories of Home"
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Mvt. 1- Memories of Home
pOCO a Poco rit.

* (A dotted line indicates a phrase throughout this score.)
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pOCoO rit.

c. 52
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c. 60 non rubato

F | Andante.

Mvwt. 1-Memories of Home
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