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About the Work

"Portraits of the American West" was commissioned by Greg Hustis and
dedicated to Mason Jones. This piece for twelve horns and 2 percussion was
meant to capture scenes from the early American west.

The first movement pictures a wagon train about to embark on a westward
journey over the Sante Fe Trail in 1825. This trail was very popular at the
time for pioneers, but extremely dangerous. The opening chorale is meant to
reflect the wonder of the journey as well as a little trepidation for the risks
involved. The main Allegro theme, first stated at letter G is fanfare-like in
nature representing the courage and excitement of the men and women who
made this trip. The Moderato section at letter S combines the chorale theme
with this main Allegro theme in a slower tempo reflecting the solitude of the
landscape on this long journey. The main Allegro theme returns at letter Cc,
marked Allegro Jubiloso, now in 3/4 time instead of 6/8, and the music
accelerates over time as the wagon train nears its final destination. This
movement concludes with a return of the opening chorale theme, now stated
as a fanfare of celebration for a successful journey.

The second movement paints a musical portait of a sunrise over the prairie
during similiar travels of Americans settling the west. Such a sunrise on a
pretty day must have been particularly beautiful over a virgin landscape.

The third movement portrays a similiar picture of Colorado. The opening
fanfare is a tribute to the grand, magestic image of the Rocky mountains.
The Allegro that follows at letter Xx is a tribute to the American cowboy and
the adventures that they had while herding cattle in 1876.

This work was recorded by members of the Dallas and Houston Symphonies
in November of 2007 for a CD released on Crystal Records.

This work was written to be played by 2 percussionists, but when 3
percussionists are avaiable, the bass drum parts can be played on a full sized
bass drum instead of drum set. Odd numbered horn parts are basically high
horn parts, and even numbered horn parts are written for low horn.

The composer of this work was principal trombonist with the Indianapolis
Symphony from 1969 to 2018, and is also an active composer. His works
have been played by many major symphony orchestras throughout the United
States. For more information about the composer see the composer's website
at www.jimbeckelmusic.com.
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About James Beckel, Composer

James Beckel graduated from the Indiana University School of Music and was the Principal Trombonist 
with the Indianapolis Symphony from 1969 to 2018. He was on the music faculty at DePauw University 
from 1971 to 2023 and was also a music faculty member of the University of Indianapolis for over 30 
years. In addition to this responsibility, he is a very active composer and arranger. Hal Leonard Music 
publishes several of his works. He was born in Marion, Ohio in 1948.

Many original works have been performed by several professional orchestras such as Minneapolis, 
Boston Pops, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Cincinnati, Baltimore, Detroit, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, 
Rochester, Charlotte, Fort Wayne, Springfield, Evansville, Tampa, Arkansas, Oklahoma City, Phoenix, 
New Mexico, Chautauqua, Omaha, Knoxville, Delaware, West Virginia, Jacksonville, etc. His works 
have been broadcast nationwide via television and radio by groups including the Cincinnati Symphony, 
the Rochester Philharmonic, the Nashville Symphony, and the U.S. Coast Guard Band.

Beckel's works have been recorded by the Indianapolis Brass Ensemble, the Houston Symphony, and 
the Indianapolis Symphony. In addition, some of his works for band have been recorded by the Coast 
Guard Band, the Marine Band, and the DePauw University Band. Greg Hustis and members of the 
Dallas Symphony recorded "The Glass Bead Game" horn concerto for a CD released in November of 
2004 and Velvet Brown recorded "Concerto for Tuba and Percussion," which was released early in 
2007. The Texas Horns recorded a work, "Portraits of the American West," which was specially 
commissioned for a CD released in 2008.

Mr. Beckel has received many composition grants. He has been an Individual Arts Fellow through the 
Indiana Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, and was one of 50 composers 
chosen nationwide to be part of the Continental Harmony Project. "Liberty for All" was written for that 
commission from Composers Forum in 2000 and has been broadcast multiple times on national 
television with the Nashville Symphony performing. "The Glass Bead Game: Concerto for Horn and 
Orchestra" was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. "The Glass Bead Game" was premiered by the 
Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra on November 10, 1997. Kent Leslie was the horn soloist. "The Glass 
Bead Game" is now available with orchestra, wind ensemble, piano, and chamber ensemble. The wind 
ensemble version of this concerto, written in 1999 was nominated for the Grawemeyer Award in that 
same year and was recorded by the DePauw University Band in 2000.

"Liberty for All" and another patriotic work entitled "The American Dream" were featured works on a 
national A&E TV broadcast in the summer of 2003 with the Nashville Symphony Orchestra. Over 27 
million people watched that program. The band version of this work was completed in 2002 and the 
United States Coast Guard Band has released 10,000 copies of this work on one of their CD's. Mr. 
Beckel's "Concerto for Tuba and Percussion" was composed in 2003. One of many performances of this 
Tuba/Percussion Concerto occurred at the 2004 Indiana MENC Convention in Indianapolis. Another 
recent work by Mr. Beckel, "Fantasy after Schubert," was premiered in September of 2004 by the 
Indianapolis Symphony with Mario Venzago conducting. It was commissioned for the ISO's 75th 
anniversary season.

Another work, a three-movement "Sonata for Trumpet and Organ" was completed in 2005. Mr. Beckel 
has also written several works for brass choir and brass quintet. In June of 2006, James completed a 
commission by the Air Force Band of Flight for a narrated patriotic work entitled Gardens of Stone." 
Later that year, the Indianapolis Chamber Winds performed the world premiere of his work, "Music for 
Winds, Percussion, and Piano." And in March of 2007 two more world premieres took place. The 
Indianapolis Symphony premiered "Toccata for Orchestra" and the Peaceful Valley Chamber players 
premiered a work for string quartet, percussion, and trombone entitled "Musical Masque" (for the 
Seasons). In 2014 Joe Alessi, principal trombonist with the New York Philharmonic, premiered the 
composer's "Concerto for Trombone and Orchestra" with the Gulf Coast Symphony.

Visit the composer's website at www.jimbeckelmusic.com.
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