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About ""Fantasy after Schubert"

""Fantasy after Schubert' was commissioned by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra to
commemorate its 75th season. The composer dedicates the work to the orchestra's sixth Music
Director, Mario Venzago.

The form of this piece is as its title implies, and the majority of the musical material from which
the work is based is derived from Schubert. There are four main components to "Fantasy after
Schubert™ which include the following: the opening theme to Schubert's 9th Symphony (the
Great C Major), first movement; the lyrical melody from the first movement of Schubert's
"Wanderer Fantasy"; the urgent dactyl rhythm (one long and two short) from this same piano
work by Schubert including the descending suspended harmonic progression that accompanies
this rhythm in the first movement of Schubert's "Wanderer Fantasy"; and an
unrelated-to-Schubert tone row based on the normal cycle of fourth's and or fifth's. The
interaction of these four main ideas provides an almost rondo-like, theme and variations.

""Fantasy after Schubert' opens quietly with a Largo section played by the strings:and
woodwinds introducing these main ideas of the work. This slow tranguil opening is meant to pay
reverent homage to Schubert's great musical genius. The tone row is then used as transition to
the main Allegro Molto section, measure 24. The listener hears the rhythmic.dactyl theme in the
brass for the first time in measure 42 of this Allegro. While the very.opening slow section subtly
hints at Schubert's C major theme from the 9th symphony, this melody issnow heard without
camouflage in the low strings and horn at letter C. Thedlyrical theme from Schubert's "Wanderer
Fantasy" which was foreshadowed by the Oboe in the opening Largo, measure 21, quickly
follows this C major symphony theme in measure 82 now clearly heard as music from Schubert's
Wanderer Fantasy. From here the various themes interact throughout including a fugue in the
strings combining the tone row theme with the C major Schubert melody. Every time one of the
various themes returns, it does so in a grander statement.and orchestration. This continues and
culminates in a concluding statement with the full.orchestra sounding the great, C major,
Schubert theme at letter Q.

""Fantasy after Schubert™ has the option of finishing at the end of this recapitulated C major
theme with an alternate shorter.concert ending, measure 273 & 274. In the longer, concert
version of this work, which begins‘in measure 275, the piece continues to build intensely to a
sudden return of the.opening quiet, Largo music, which began this fantasy at letter S. This
tranquil ending todhe piece'now has subtle, soft interjections of Schubert's beautiful melodies in
this reverent finish to “Fantasy after Schubert." The work concludes with one final restatement
of the work's tone row initheFlute in measure 297 followed by the timpani and bass / celli
pizzicato of the Schubert Dactyl rhythmic theme in the final measure of this work.

The piece'was premiered by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra on their opening subscription
eoncert with Mario Venzago conducting September 18th and 19th, 2004, at the Hilbert Circle
Theater. The length of the work is 8 & %2 minutes for the shortened version of this piece. The
full-length concert version of "'Fantasy after Schubert" is 11 minutes in duration

Orchestration for ""Fantasy after Schubert"

2 Flutes 4 Horns in F

1 Piccolo 3 Trumpets in C

2 Oboe 3 Trombones

2 Bb Clarinets 1 Tuba

1 Bb Bass Clarinet 1 Timpani

2 Bassoons 3 Percussion
String Section

Violin | Violin 11

Viola Cello

Bass Harp



About the Composer

Mr. Beckel graduated from the Indiana University School of Music and has been the Principal
Trombonist with the Indianapolis Symphony since 1969. He is also on the music faculty at

DePauw University and the University of Indianapolis. In addition to these responsibilities he
has been a very active composer and arranger. Mr. Beckel was born in Marion, Ohio in 1948.

Many original works have been performed by several professional orchestras such as
Minneapolis, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Boston Pops, Cincinnati, Baltimore, Buffalo, Detroit,
Milwaukee, Indianapolis, Rochester, Charlotte, Nashville, Fort Wayne, Rhode Island,
Springfield, Evansville, Tampa, Arkansas, Oklahoma City, Phoenix, Terre Haute, South Bend,
Omaha, Knoxville, Delaware, West Virginia, Chautauqua, New Mexico, etc.

Mr. Beckel has received many composition grants. He has been an Individual Arts Fellow
through the Indiana Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, and recently
was one of 50 composers chosen nationwide to be part of the Continental Harmony. Project.
""Liberty for All"" was written for that commission from Composers'Forum. ' The Glass Bead
Game™ was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. ""The Glass Bead Game: Concertofor Horn and
Orchestra" was premiered by the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra on November 10, 1997. Kent
Leslie was the horn soloist. Many of Beckel's works have been recorded and broadcast
nationally. In 2004 the Indianapolis Symphony commissioned Mr..Beckel to write a new work
based on themes by Schubert to celebrate their 75th Anniversary Season. ''Fantasy after
Schubert" was premiered on the 1SO's opening Classical Subscription Series with Music
Director, Mario Venzago conducting. Mr. Beckel has alse written several works for brass choir
and brass quintet. Some of the other works written by.the composer include:

"Night Visions" A four movement programmatic.work for orchestra

"The American Dream™ A patriotic overture written for orchestra. This work is also available for
band through Hal Leonard Music

"Waltz of the Animals" A Children's'work for orchestra and Narrator

"Celebrations™" A jazz pops overture for orchestra

"A Christmas Fanfare" _A Christmas overture for orchestra. Also available for Brass Choir and Band
"A Gospel Christmas‘Medley"” * A medley of Gospel songs arranged for orchestra

"Musica Mobilis" < An exciting overture for orchestra. Also available for Brass Choir

"A Christmas Medley" < A medley of Christmas songs for brass septet

"Three Sketches for Orchestra”™ A three movement work for orchestra featuring jazz trombone soloist
"Amazing Grace" An arrangement of this hymn favorite for orchestra with optional choir and vocal
soloist available for.sale

"Libertyfor All" A Patriotic work for Symphony Orchestra & Narrator. This work is also available
far band.

"Overture for a New Age" Overture for Orchestra

“Make aJoyful Noise" Festive overture for chamber orchestra. Also available for band

"Freedoms Hope" A work for brass quintet and optional percussion

"Fantasy after Schubert” A work for symphony orchestra based on Schubert themes

"“The Glass Bead Game" Concerto for Horn and orchestra. Also available for band

"String Quartet No. 1"  Three movement work for string quartet

"Concerto for Tuba and Percussion™ A three movement concerto for Tuba and Three Percussionists
"Toccata for Orchestra " a concerto for orchestra suitable for opening concerts

All works are listed with B.M.I. Inquiries contact Mr. Beckel at Musbeck@sbcglobal.net

Visit the composer's website at www.jimbeckelmusic.com for further information about his music
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