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Orchestration for ""Concerto for Trombone' Orchestral Version

Piccolo 2 Tenor Trombones
2 Flutes 1 Bass Trombone
2 Oboes Tuba
2 Bb Clarinets *3 Percussion
2 Trumpetsin C Timpani
4 Horns in F *QOptional Harp
Full Strings

Solo Trombone

Please note that this work has beeen orchestrated to allow the concerto to be performed
with one less percussion if necessary. When using only 2 percussionists they should play
from the Percussion 1 &2 parts and play all percussion cues written into these two-parts.
While the Harp part is also optional it is highly recommended that it be used whenever
possible

About James Beckel, Composer

James Beckel graduated from the Indiana University School of Music and has been the Principal Trombonist with
the Indianapolis Symphony since 1969. He is also on the music faculty at:/DePauw University.. In addition to
these responsibilities he has been a very active composer and arranger. Hal'Leonard.Music publishes several of
his works. He was born in Marion, Ohio in 1948.

Many original works have been performed by several professional orehestras such as Minneapolis, Boston, St.
Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Cincinnati, Baltimore, Detroit, Milwaukee, Indianapolis, Rochester, Charlotte, Fort
Wayne, Springfield, Evansville, Tampa, Arkansas, Oklahoma City, Phoenix, New Mexico, Chautauqua, Terre
Haute, South Bend, Omaha, Knoxville, Delaware, West Virginia, Jacksonville, etc. His works have been
broadcast nationwide via television and radio by groups including the Cincinnati Symphony, the Rochester
Philharmonic, the Nashville Symphony, and thedd.S. Coast Guard Band.

Beckel's works have been recorded by the Indianapolis,.Brass Ensemble, the Houston Symphony, and the
Indianapolis Symphony. In addition, some ofsis'works fer band have been recorded by the Coast Guard Band,
the Marine Band, and the DePauw University Band. Greg Hustis and members of the Dallas Symphony recorded
The Glass Bead Game horn concerto for a CD released in November of 2004 and Velvet Brown recorded Concerto
for Tuba and Percussion, which was released early.in’2007. The Texas Horns recorded a work, Portraits of the
American West, which was especially commissioned for a CD released in 2008.

Mr. Beckel has received many compasitiongrants. He has been an Individual Arts Fellow through the Indiana Arts
Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts, and was one of 50 composers chosen nationwide to be part
of the Continental Harmony Project. Liberty for All was written for that commission from Composers Forum in
2000 and has been broadeast multiple times on national television with the Nashville Symphony performing. The
Glass Bead Game: Concerto for‘Horn and Orchestra was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. The Glass Bead Game
was premiered.by the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra on November 10, 1997. Kent Leslie was the horn soloist.
The Glass Bead Game is now available with orchestra, wind ensemble, piano, and chamber ensemble. The wind
ensemblesversion of this concerto, written in 1999 was nominated for the Grawemeyer Award in that same year
and was recorded by the DePauw University Band in 2000.

Libertyfor All and another patriotic work entitled The American Dream were featured works on a national A&E
TV broadcast in the summer of 2003 with the Nashville Symphony Orchestra. Over 27 million people watched
that program. The band version of this work was completed in 2002 and the United States Coast Guard Band has
released 10,000 copies of this work on one of their CD's. Mr. Beckel's Concerto for Tuba and Percussion was
composed in 2003. One of many performances of this Tuba/Percussion Concerto occurred at the 2004 Indiana
MENC Convention in Indianapolis. Another recent work by Mr. Beckel, Fantasy after Schubert, was premiered in
September of 2004 by the Indianapolis Symphony with Mario Venzago conducting. It was commissioned for the
ISO's 75th anniversary season.

Another work, a three-movement sonata for Trumpet and Organ was completed in 2005. Mr. Beckel has also
written several works for brass choir and brass quintet. In June of 2006, James completed a commission by the Air
Force Band of Flight for a narrated patriotic work entitled Gardens of Stone. Later that year, the Indianapolis
Chamber Winds performed the world premiere of his work, Music for Winds, Percussion, and Piano. And in
March of 2007 two more world premieres took place. The Indianapolis Symphony premiered Toccata for
Orchestra and the Peaceful Valley Chamber players premiered a work for string quartet, percussion, and trombone
entitled Musical Masque (for the Seasons).



About the Work

This work was written not only to showcase the trombone soloist, but also to feature the orchestra in a significant
work for the orchestra.

The Trombone Concerto was written in the summer of 2013 for a joint commission of ten bands organized by
Daniel Baldwin. The performance at DePauw University on October 15, 2013 was the premiere of this work in
piano reduction, performed by James Beckel on trombone and Greg Martin on piano. The orchestral premiere
occurred on April 5th of 2014 with the Gulf Coast Symphony conducted by John Strickler. The trombone soloist
was Joe Alessi.

The bands and their conductors participating in this commission are listed on the cover.

The work is composed in three movements and the first movement begins with a long tutti introduction marked
Moderato maestoso. The opening theme, heard in the trombone at the Andante misterioso, measure 30, in thefirst
movement, presents a conflict between the major and minor third. This haunting motif is heard throughout the
work and is a unifying theme melodically and harmonically. In this first movement, after the opening Andante
misterioso, a rondo-like form continues in a tempo marked Allegro moderato.

While the standard concerto form is made up of three movements, in this concerto, the second movement borrows
from the symphonic four-movement form, combining a slow, reflective Andante section with@ajoyful, waltz-like
Allegretto. These two sections are through-composed, acting as one movement. The ending of this movement
uses elements from both sections in its conclusion.

The third movement is the most intense of the three, continuing the on-going conflict between major and minor
tonality. The haunting opening trombone motif from the first movementdreturns in the middle of this third
movement, measure 533, as if to ask for sanity in a chaotic world. This is followed-quickly with a Presto that races
to a climactic ending.

This work is less programmatic than most of the composer's body of'work. Although the concerto is based on
personal reflections and introspections throughout this work, the.composer, at age 65, is looking for answers to
life's questions that most people have regarding their existence and the meaning of life. With age comes only the
realization that he has more questions than answers to these greatreligious and philosophical mysteries. The
composer decides in his own mind that mankind does have free will, but firmly believes that the consequences of
man's free will can also lead to destinies that are unavoidable. This'is the programmatic basis for the the 3rd
movement. The composer further believes that we are capable of being good or bad in the choices that we make
throughout our lives; hence, the juxtaposition of the major.and minor third throughout this work. In one regard, this
work represents the conflict between good and evil in the real world, religiously and philosophically. In the
composer's mind the opening of the second mavementis religious in nature and is a search for truth in the world.
The scherzo that follows in this second movement loosely reflects the composer's feelings regarding the celebration
of life. But as the opening Andante theme; measure 239, now heard in the trombone returns at the end of this
movement, measure 408, against the celebrative theme from the scherzo, now present with major and minor keys
being concurrent, the movement ends with questions unanswered.

In essence, there is a subtext to each.movement. The first movement could be subtitled *"More questions than
answers." The second movement/Adagio could be titled **The search for truth.” The waltz component of this
movement starting at measure 273 would be entitled " The celebration of life,"" and the last movement could be
subtitled ""Unavoidable consequences.™

These are/'some of my thoughts related to the music in this concerto. | hope that this information would help
performers play this music with greater expression . For example, measure 101, is a variation of the major/ minor
third motif first heard in the trombone at measure30. This variation of the questioning motif for me becomes the
fate motif that returns many times in this work. It's final return in measure 533 in the last movement is meant to
be quite powerful and significant. In a similiar manner the musical interruptions first heard in measure 494 and
continuing until measure 533 in the last movement should be quite pronounced. One could look at these musical
interruptions as the fight between good and evil and the now unavoidable consequences. The music at measure
282 should be very playful. Please note that the gradual accelerando from measure 118 to 132 is very subtle and
ultimately up to the trombone soloist. This detailed marking is simply to indicate the forward motion of the music.
Please also note that the Allegro moderato poco tranquillo tempo at measure 142 is actually a return to the
original Allegro moderato tempo of measure 71 in the first movement. Be careful not to let this tempo be too
slow. These markings, as mentioned, are very subtle.

This concerto is available for band and orchestra accompaniment as well as the piano reduction.

Duration:20 minutes

1st Movement - 8 minutes and 20 seconds
2nd Movement - 7 minutes and 20 seconds
3rd Movement - 4 minutes and 20 seconds
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